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DELVING DEEPER HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT CONCEPT IN THE RECENT HISTORY OF ARGENTINE WINE, FOR
EXAMPLE, BY EXPLORING AN AREA SUCH AS THE UCO VALLEY. WHAT WAS ONCE A LONG STRIP OF DESERT
DOTTED WITH PATCHES OF GREEN BESIDE THE RIVERS THAT FLOW DOWN FROM THE ANDES IS NOW A RAN-
GE OF TERROIRS THAT HAVE TAKEN ON SPECIFIC CHARACTERISTICS THROUGH THE INTERPRETATION OF THE
HUMAN HAND.

This new Descorchados Report shows how the desire to delve deeper has resulted in the discovery of a new
place, a little spot tucked into the foothills of the mountains and that has yielded one of the top two scores
in this year's edition of Descorchados. It's a little oasis in the middle of the desert that you need to get to
know and, even more importantly, taste.

You should also taste and compare two very different vintages, such as 2019 and 2020, two years that
produced wines that are both very good, although with very different styles at the same time. If anyone ever
told you that the climate of Argentina in general, and that of Mendoza in particular, didn't offer significant
variations between vintages—well, that person was very wrong.

This report also takes a quick look at the rebirth of Mendoza's restaurant scene. After the pandemic, new
places to drink and eat have opened—including no fewer than two wine bars, which were long overdue in
the city.

And all this is accompanied by this year's best ranked wines in Descorchados Argentina. There are many
good wines in a year in which we have tasted 2,096 samples from 242 wineries—quite a record. The best
are here, in this 2022 report. Enjoy!

Cheers!

Patricio Tapia




A NEW CORNER
of the mountains

YOU CAN'T SEE IT FROM THE ROAD. THE TREES AND DENSE VEGETATION
HIDE THE SWATH OF VINEYARDS THAT STRETCHES OUT ON THE OTHER
SIDE, WHILE BEHIND US, THE ANDES THRUSTS ITS FOOTHILLS OUT INTO
THE VALLEY, ITS MOUNTAINS BLANKETED WITH A THICK GREEN LAYER
OF WEEDS, ALL AT AN ALTITUDE OF MORE THAN 1,500 METERS.

This is not the usual landscape in the Uco Valley, and especially not
in Los Chacayes, that broad and gently rolling slope of stony soils, an
Andean desert where delicious wines are born. In this area, a strip that
spreads out at the foot of the Andes, almost against the Andean wall—
also shared by the Los Arboles zone—the climate seems cooler due to
the Andean breezes, less gray due to the green of the vegetation. Can
it be that the wines produced here are also different? Producer Matias
Riccitelli thinks they are.

"We at the winery are constantly seeking out high-altitude vineyards
to obtain wines that we don't have to correct—fresh wines. Today we
have more than 40 hectares in that type of situation, more than 1,400
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meters above sea level,” Riccitelli says.
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Matias Riccitelli

Eight of those hectares are in this little corner of the Uco Valley. It's a
six-hectare vineyard planted to malbec and another two of cabernet
France, that will enter into production with in 2022. Riccitelli began
experimenting with the grapes from this vineyard in 2018, and in 2019,
he took the plunge and included a 100% malbec from this vineyard in
the catalog.

It was that wine, the 2019 Riccitelli Los Chacayes Malbec, that drew
our attention to this place—so much so that we selected the wine as
one of the two best reds of the year in Descorchados along with no less
than the 2019 Infinita Supercal, which has been one of our favorite
wines for the past three vintages. Riccitelli's malbec hopped onto the
podium with its clear and pure expression of a mountain red. It's an un-
forgettable malbec and very different from everything we were used to
drinking from Los Chacayes—reds that were often brutally tannic, but
that had that delicious rusticity of the wines from the Andes.

For Riccitelli, the place offers a very good combination of the high-alti-
tude cold climate and the sandy-silty soils that are cooler (they reflect



less heat) than the rocky soils of Los Chacayes. Furthermore, the close
proximity to the foot of the Andes makes the clouds stop there and
increases the rain by at least some 50 millimeters a year, which we
could consider a very good amount in the context of a desert climate.

All of this makes this little corner, some 1,400-1,500 meters above sea
level, produce wines that are fresher than those from the rest of the
valley, wines that are nervier and have more red fruits (try the Riccitelli
malbec for more information) and with a pronounced herbal accent,
which is possible to see in other wines from the area, such as those
from Elodia, Millan Group's top wine brand. José Milldn, head of the
group, acquired the Mosquita Muerta Vineyard in 2016. It consisted of
23 hectares of vines at the foot of the Andes, a little further north than
the Riccitelli vineyards, planted in 2003. Today the vineyard has 37
hectares, mostly malbec, growing on the gentle slopes that the moun-
tains project toward the valley. For Elodia’s 2019 El Manzano Malbec,
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winemaker Felipe Stahlschmidt selects two parcels from that vineyard,
planted on especially rocky (“warm") soils, but even so, the harvests
are late compared to other parts of Uco. "We buy grapes in Gualtal-
lary, and there the harvest is at least two weeks earlier,” Stahlschmidt
explains. These two blocks correspond to about eight hectares in total,
and the selection yields some 24,000 bottles of Elodia EI Manzano, a
100% malbec that clearly speaks of this Andean spot with its fresh red
fruits, intense acidity, and, in in this case, a firm tannin structure from
those stony soils.

Despite the fact that both wines—the malbecs from Riccitelli and Elo-
dia—come from vineyards in places as different as Los Arboles and
Los Chacayes, there's a similarity in their topographies, their terroirs,
that joins them. The proximity to the Andes, the sensation that the
mountains have a greater presence there, lend their flavors a sense of
brotherhood.

A Corner of Uco

By GUILLERMO CORONA

Within the scope of the Uco Valley, there's a strip of land
shared by the Los Arboles and Los Chacayes districts that has
the particularity of being very close to the Andean foothills.
Geomorphologically, it corresponds to one end of the Los
Chacayes fan, with altitudes that range between 1,200 and
1,600 meters above sea level, making this one of the highest
places planted to vineyards in the valley. The soils are poorly
developed and have a lower layer that's a conglomerate of
angular stones and sand and an upper layer of sand with
ind-weathered stones. Due to the high altitudes and the
proximity to the mountains, the area is prone to late frosts.
During the summer, the formation of clouds against the hills
results in significant local rainfall as well as less radiation and
lower maximum temperatures. It should be emphasized that the
aforementioned phenomenon is of a local nature. The valley's
average rainfall is immediately reestablished as it moves from
the mountains toward the east, lower down in the valley. This
phenomenon is easily perceived in the area’s native vegetation,

which features small forests on the Andean hillsides.



THE 2020 VINTAGE:
COOLER WEATHER,
despite the heat

IT USED TO BE SAID—ALTHOUGH TO BE FAIR, IT WAS MANY YEARS
AGO—THAT MENDOZA'S STABLE CLIMATE ALLOWED FOR CONSISTENCY
FROM ONE VINTAGE TO THE NEXT AND THAT THERE WASN'T AS MUCH
VARIATION IN THE QUALITY OF THE WINES. CURIOUS. WE HAVE HEARD
SOMETHING SIMILAR FROM CHILE'S CENTRAL VALLEY, BUT THAT WAS IN
OTHER TIMES, WHEN THE FOCUS WAS NOT YET ON THE VINEYARD, BUT
WAS ALL ABOUT ENOLOGY.

But, as we all know, the times have changed. And while there has been
far more talk about this topic since the new millennium began, it's likely
that it was the result of complex years such as 2016 that no one dares
doubt that this Mendozan viticultural paradise is anything but com-
mon. That was a nightmare of a year for almost all of Mendoza's pro-
ducers: rains that were entirely uncharacteristic for that desert zone,
low temperatures, and a lot of rotten grapes. It was a year for harvest-
ing very early and for very fresh wines. Not everyone managed to pull it
off, but those who did achieved some of what are now considered to be
among the best reds (mostly malbec) of the decade.

This year we at Descorchados have tasted most of the most ambitious
wines from two vintages, 2019 and 2020, in which the annual weather
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Sebastian Zuccardi

variations are in full evidence. “The 2019 vintage was defined as a cool,
dry year compared to others. It also had lower yields, which allowed us
to harvest early. | think it's one of Argentina’s historic vintages because
of what has happened and what is happening with the wines. Today
they are pure, clean wines that share the characteristics of freshness,
and the acidity gives them body, something that | like more and more
and that allows the wines to live longer,” comments Alejandro Vigil,
winemaker for Catena as well as El Enemigo, both of which have exam-
ples from 2019 among the best of the vintage.

The person in charge of Zuccardi wines, Sebastian Zuccardi, shows
similar enthusiasm, especially with regard to the 2019 wines from the
Uco Valley. “It was one of the best years of my life of making wines
because it was dry and cool, a very balanced year with well-balanced
wines that allowed us to wait patiently for the grapes to ripen,” he says.
2020, however, was very different. It was a warmer year that forced
them to rush to prevent the loss of acidity. In fact, they harvested at
least 10 days earlier than in 2019. “For us, there were also fewer grapes
on the vines in 2020, and that, along with the heat, sped up the ripen-
ing process,” he adds.



That's the primary difference between the two vintages, and it has re-
sulted in wines that we at Descorchados have generally noticed have al-
cohol levels that are a bit higher than usual. But that's just an impression,
motivated, perhaps, because there were some reds with more than 152,
although they were in the minority. Analyzing the numbers, we find that
this impression is incorrect. While of the 389 red wines from the 2019
vintage that we recommend this year, about 145 had more than 14.52 of
alcohol, of the 399 reds from the 2020 vintage that we tasted for this
edition of Descorchados, only 89 had alcohol levels in excess of 14.5°.

So, what does this tell us? Starting from the fact that the number of
wines tasted gives us a representative sample, Argento's winemaker,

soME oF THE 2019 BEST REDS

98 | RICCITELLI WINES Riccitelli Los Chacayes Malbec 2019 | Los Chacayes | 13.5°

98 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Piedra Infinita Supercal Malbec 2019
Altamira | 14°

97 | CATENA ZAPATA Adrianna Vineyard Mundus Bacillus Terrae Malbec 2019
Mendoza | 14°

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Aluvional Gualtallary Malbec 2019 | Gualtallary | 14°

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Las Cerrilladas Malbec 2019 | Gualtallary | 14°

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Piedra Infinita Gravascal Malbec 2019
Altamira | 14°

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Piedra Infinita Paraje Altamira Malbec 2019
Altamira | 14°

96 | ALTA YARI Gran Corte C. Franc, Malbec, C. Sauvignon 2019 | Gualtallary | 14.5°

96 | ALTOS LAS HORMIGAS Appellation Paraje Altamira Malbec 2019
Altamira | 13.5°

96 | ARGENTO Single Block #1 Altamira Malbec 2019 | Altamira | 14.5°

96 | BODEGAS BIANCHI Enzo Bianchi Malbec 2019 | Uco Valley | 14.9°

96 | CASA PETRINI Talud Blend de Rio Malbec, Tannat, Petit Verdot 2019
Tupungato | 13.5°

96 | CATENA ZAPATA Adrianna Vineyard Fortuna Terrae Malbec 2019
Gualtallary [ 13.9°

96 | CATENA ZAPATA Adrianna Vineyard River Malbec 2019 | Mendoza | 13.8°

96 | ESCALA HUMANA WINES Credo Malbec 2019 | El Peral | 13.5°

96 | LORENZO DE AGRELO Lorenzo LoSagrado Cabernet Franc 2019 | Agrelo | 14.2°

96 | MATERVINI Piedras Viejas Terrazas Malbec 2019 | El Challao | 14.2°

96 | MATERVINI Calcha Malbec 2019 | Calchaquies Valleys | 13.2°

96 | MICHELINI I MUFATTO La Cautiva Malbec 2019 | Gualtallary | 14°

96 | MOSQUITA MUERTA WINES Mosquita Black C. Sauvignon, C. Franc 2019
Uco | 14.5°

96 | PASSIONATE WINE @micheliniwine El Peral Francisco Tejera Malbec 2019
El Peral | 13°

96 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Aluvional Los Chacayes Malbec 2019 | Los Chacayes | 14.5°

96 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Aluvional Paraje Altamira Malbec 2019 | Altamira | 14°

96 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Canal Uco Paraje Altamira Malbec 2019
Altamira | 14°
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Juan Pablo Murgia, says, “In 2020, we had an explosive ripening that
forced us to act quickly, moving the harvest dates forward to prevent
obtaining overly alcoholic wines. But it also gave us wines that are in-
tense in aromas, flavors, and color.”

This may be the explanation. Two very different years have given wines
with very different characters, although—and thanks to the focus that
growers have been placing on the vineyards for a while now, both vin-
tages produced very well-balanced wines. And, in the case of 2020,
the wines are not even close to the exaggerated 152 and 162 of alcohol
obtained in the past. New times, fresher wines.

soME oF THE 2020 BEST REDS

97 | PERSE PerSe La Craie Malbec, Cabernet Franc 2020 | Gualtallary | 14°

97 | PERSE Volare del Camino Malbec 2020 | Gualtallary | 14°

95 | AGUSTIN LANUS WINES Sunal Salvaje Luracatao Malbec 2020
Calchaqufes Valleys | 14.5°

95 | ALTA YARI Gran Malbec Malbec 2020 | Gualtallary | 14.5°

95 | BODEGA TEHO Teho Tomal Vineyard Malbec 2020 | La Consulta | 14°

95 | CASA PETRINI Roca Volcanica Malbec 2020 | Tupungato | 13.5°

95 | EL BAYEH Pequefios Parceleros de la Quebrada - Tilcara 2020
Maimaré | 10.9°

95 | EL ESTECO Partida Limitada Malbec 2020 | Calchaquies Valleys | 14°

95 | KAIKEN Aventura Chacayes Norte Malbec 2020 | Chacayes | 14.6°

95 | KAIKEN Aventura Chacayes Sur Malbec 2020 | Chacayes | 14.5°

95 | KARIM MUSSI Alandes Uco Valley Malbec Malbec 2020 | Uco Valley | 14.5°

95 | MAURICIO LORCA Ancestral P. Verdot, Syrah, C. Franc 2020
Uco Valley | 14.5°

95 | MICHELINI | MUFATTO GY Malbec, Cabernet Franc 2020 | Gualtallary | 13.5°

95 | MIRAS Familia Miras Malbec 2020 | Argentinian Patagonia | 14.5°

95 | PERSE PerSe lubileus Malbec 2020 | Gualtallary | 14°

95 | ZORZAL WINES Eggo Franco Cabernet Franc 2020 | Gualtallary | 14°

95 | ZORZAL WINES Eggo Filoso Pinot Noir 2020 | Gualtallary | 12.4°

95 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Concreto Malbec Malbec 2020 | Altamira | 14°

95 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Poligonos del Valle de Uco Gualtallary Malbec 2020
Gualtallary | 14°



WHAT IS ARGENTINA’'S White wine?
THE ANSWER MIGHT BE EASY. TORRONTES, THAT CROSS BETWEEN CRI-
OLLA AND MOSCATEL DE ALEJANDRIA THAT DOMINATES THE WHITE
WINES IN NORTHERN ARGENTINA, BUT THAT TODAY ALSO SHOW SOME
VERY GOOD EXAMPLES IN OTHER ZONES OF THE COUNTRY. AND, DESPITE
HAVING BORROWED ITS NAME FROM A GALICIAN VARIETY, TORRONTES
LIKE THOSE FROM ARGENTINA DON'T EXIST ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE
WORLD—OR IF THEY DO, THEY ARE FEW AND FAR BETWEEN. THEREFORE,
WE COULD CERTAINLY CALL IT THE VARIETY FROM ARGENTINA. AND THE
VERY GOOD TORRONTES WINES (SEE THE LIST BELOW) CORROBORATE
THAT IT'S A GRAPE THAT HAS DEVELOPED SPECTACULARLY OVER THE
LAST TWO DECADES AND THAT NO LONGER OFFERS THAT RUSTICITY
OF THE PAST. THIS LIST SHOWS US THAT THERE ARE VERY GOOD WINES
FROM THE NORTH, BUT ALSO—AND MORE FREQUENTLY—THERE ARE
WINES FROM AREAS FURTHER SOUTH WITH A SPECIAL FOCUS ON THE
UCO VALLEY.

But if you have already tasted torrontés at any level of quality or in
some of its now varied styles, you know that it isn't a grape that pleases
all palates. No matter how fine it is, no matter how far it has come in its
balance and complexity, its genetics dictate it to be a variety with exu-
berant floral aromas and full body, and that some (not us) may not like.
And that may be why it's often said that you either love torrontés or
you hate it. And that goes against it being the great Argentine white va-
riety that stands beside malbec, a grape that's so beloved by everyone.

Sauvignon blanc may be another candidate. There are very good ex-
amples of the variety, most of it from the Uco Valley, that show that
the heights of the mountain range and, especially, the calcareous soils
of those Andean hillsides are very good for it. There are two problems,
however. One is that the quantity of very good to excellent sauvignon
blancs is not abundant. This year at Descorchados we selected 39 sau-
vignons, which isn't much when compared to the 117 chardonnays cho-
sen to be in the guide.
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And the second is that Argentina’s best sauvignon blancs come from
very specific places with radical climates. For example, two of the three
best sauvignons in Descorchados this year come from La Carrera (see
thelist), a place with tremendous altitude (starting 1,400 meters above
sea level) and a climate so cold that few varieties would ripen properly.
And both, by the way, are among the best we have tasted in South
America. With so few examples and from terroirs that are so specific,
sauvignon can't be—at least in number—Argentina’s white variety...
And what about chardonnay?

Everything happens with chardonnay. And not just in Argentina, but
in Chile and Uruguay as well. The days of sweet, overly oaked char-
donnays heavy on the malolactic fermentation and lacking acidity
and a sense of place are long gone. Today there's a new generation of
examples of the variety that are definitively tied to other interests. In
Argentina, they come from extreme zones such as Lake Musters, in
Patagonia, or from Cafayate, in the north, or from San Pablo or Gual-
tallary, very high up into the Andes. And all of those places are giving
delicious results that lend life to a community that is both very busy
and highly varied.

This year in Descorchados we had 18 chardonnays with scores of 94+
points, which, according to our standards, it a lot, far superior in num-
ber and scores that what we saw with the sauvignon blanc and tor-
rontés. And this has been coming for some time now, perhaps since
Catena conducted its soil study in their Adrianna Vineyard in the
heights of Gualtallary, at the foot of the Andes, and began making their
first White Bones and White Stones in 2009. That was the first alert
that Argentine chardonnays were aiming to be taken seriously. Today,
it's all a reality.



Best torrontés orF THE YEAR
IN Descorchados 2022

| EL PORVENIR DE CAFAYATE Laborum de Parcela Torrontés 2021 | Cafayate

| ALEANNA | EL ENEMIGO WINES Gran Enemigo Torrontés Torrontés 2019
Gualtallary

| ALTA YARI Alta Yari Gran Torrontés Torrontés 2021 | Gualtallary

| SIERRA LIMA ALFA Sierra Lima Alfa Torrontés 2018 | Calchaqufes Valleys

| EL PORVENIR DE CAFAYATE Laborum S. Vineyard Oak Fermented 2020 | Cafayate

| OTRONIA Otronia Naranjo Torrontés 2020 | Argentinian Patagonia

| SUSANA BALBO WINES Signature Barrel Fermented Torrontés 2021 | Uco Valley

| SUSANA BALBO WINES Signature Naranjo Torrontés 2020 | Uco Valley

| VINOS ADENTRO Gran Nevado Torrontés 2021 | Calchaquies Valleys

Best sauvignon blancs oF THE YEAR
INDescorchados 2022

| GAUCHEZCO WINES Gauchezco Plata Sauvignon Blanc 2021 | Mendoza

| PASSIONATE WINE @micheliniwine Irma liberata Sauvignon Blanc 2019 | San Pablo
| RICCITELLI WINES Riccitelli La Carrera Sauvignon Blanc 2021 Uco Valley

| EL BAYEH Trépico Sur Sauvignon Blanc 2020 | Maimaré

| FUEGO BLANCO WINES Valle de Silex Sauvignon Blanc 2021 Valle de Pedernal
| LAFLORITA Tierra de Lechuzas Sauvignon Blanc 2021 | El Peral

| LA GIOSTRA DEL VINO Saltimbanco Sauvignon Blanc 2020 | El Peral

| LUI WINES Lui Umile Sauvignon Blanc 2021 Uco Valley

| PASSIONATE WINE Montesco Agua de Roca Sauvignon Blanc 2021 | San Pablo
| RICCITELLI WINES Kung Fu Orange Sauvignon Blanc 2021 Gualtallary

| TRIVENTO Golden Reserve Black Series Sauvignon Blanc 2021 | Tunuyan

Best chardonnays oF THE YEAR
IN Descorchados 2022

| CATENA ZAPATA Adrianna Vineyard White Bones Chardonnay 2019
Mendoza

| RUTINIWINES Apartado Gran Chardonnay Chardonnay 2019 | Uco Valley

| CATENA ZAPATA Adrianna Vineyard White Stones Chardonnay 2019
Mendoza

| OTRONIA Otronia Block Il & VI Chardonnay 2019 | Argentinian Patagonia

| EL PORVENIR DE CAFAYATE Alto los Cuises Chardonnay 2021 | Cafayate

| MICHELINI I MUFATTO Convicciones Chardonnay 2019 | Gualtallary

| ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Fésil Chardonnay 2020 | San Pablo

| ALMA MATER Alma Mater Chardonnay 2019 | Chacayes

| BEMBERG ESTATE WINES La Linterna Finca El Tomillo Parcela #1 2018
Uco Valley

| BODEGAS BIANCHI Marfa Carmen Chardonnay 2020 | San Rafael

| BUSCADO VIVO O MUERTO La Verdad Chardonnay 2018 | San Pablo

| LA GIOSTRA DEL VINO The ltalian Job Chardonnay 2016 | El Peral

| LAGARDE Proyecto Hermanas Chardonnay 2021 | Tupungato

| MIRAS Miras Crianza Chardonnay 2019 | Argentinian Patagonia

| OTRONIA Otronia Espumante Chardonnay 2018 | Argentinian Patagonia

| RUTINI WINES Rutini Coleccién Chardonnay 2020 | Uco Valley

| TERRAZAS DE LOS ANDES Grand Chardonnay Chardonnay 2020 | Gualtallary

| TRAPICHE Terroir Series Finca El Tomillo Chardonnay 2020 | Uco Valley
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RUTINI WINES
Apartado Gran Chardonnay 2019

Chardonnay
UCO VALLEY

A PARTADOR

CATENA ZAPATA
Adrianna Vineyard
‘White Bones 2019

Chardonnay
MENDOZA
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MENDOZA awakens

IN 2020, WHEN WE CROSSED THE ANDES FROM SANTIAGO TO MENDOZA
FOR OUR TASTINGS FOR THE 2021 EDITION OF DESCORCHADOS, WE WERE
LITERALLY THE ONLY TOURISTS IN THE CITY. THE RESTRICTIONS IN PLACE
FOR THE PANDEMIC NOT ONLY CLOSED THE BORDERS BETWEEN ARGENTI-
NA AND CHILE (IN OUR CASE, WE FINALLY MANAGED TO GET PERMISSION
FROM THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT AFTER A GREAT DEAL OF RED TAPE),
BUT ALSO KEPT THE PEOPLE CONFINED TO THEIR HOMES, THE RESTAU-
RANTS CLOSED, THE WINERIES WITHOUT VISITORS. JUST A FEW MONTHS
AFTER THE VIRUS ATTACKED THIS PART OF THE WORLD, ITS EFFECTS WERE
CLEARLY SEEN IN THE ATMOSPHERE, IN THE SILENT CITY, AND IN THE UN-
CERTAINTY-TINGED MOODS EXPERIENCED BY ALL.

The virus was still very much present in Mendozan society a year later,
however, when we returned for this edition of Descorchados, but the
atmosphere was far from what it was in 2020. There were people in
the streets, the government decreed that the use of masks was not
compulsory outdoors, and Aristides Street, Mendoza's primary gastro-

nomic center, was once again exhibiting its lights and power.

And while the wineries began to receive their first tourists, most of
them Argentine, and some—the minority—Brazilian, new names be-
gan to appear in Mendoza's restaurant scene. We have selected four,
and no fewer than two of them are wine bars inaugurated in late 2021
to fill a void in Mendoza, the capital of wine in Argentina.

Vico

RIVADAVIA 789

Fernando Procupez and his wife, Gabriela Vinocur, have a wine distrib-
utorship in Buenos Aires, and, since 2017, they have also had a wine
bar called Vico, which was inspired by a visit to Bocanariz in Santia-
g0, whose wine dispensing machines are what sparked it all. Fernando
began to represent them in Argentina, and they are the base of Vico,
the wine bar in the bohemian neighborhood of Villa Crespo in Buenos
Aires, with 18 dispensers and more than 140 wines by the glass. Vico
Mendoza opens this October, the third of the group, inspired by the
same idea of offering wines by the glass, but with the exception that
diners go to the machine and serve themselves in 35-, 75-, or 150-mil-



La Central Vermuteria

liliter portions. The new location has eight dispensers (48 labels in to-
tal), two of which are directly on the street, almost like an ATM where
the card is inserted and wine comes out. In addition to the wines by the
glass, there are also 50 labels of bottles for those who don't want to
have to get up from the table all the time. It's all curated by their som-
melier and local partner, Pablo Colina, and the kitchen is in the hands of
the experienced Mendozan chef, Juan Ventureyra.

La Central Vermuteria

AVENIDA BARTOLOME MITRE 794

It's more than clear that vermouth is the new gin & tonic of South
American cocktails. And judging by the number of “vermuterias” that
have opened in Argentina, it probably is. Vermouth is a wine flavored
with herbs and spices and comes from lItaly, where a good deal of Ar-
gentine immigration also originated. This type of establishment did not
exist in Mendoza until La Central opened on Miter Street, in the center
of the city. The corner house that was once home to the famous Siete
Cocinas is now painted red and offers 18 different types of vermouth,
most made in Argentina, as well as others from Italy and Spain. And to

< Argentina>
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The Garnish

eat, the menu only offers tapas in a generous format. An Antica For-
mula vermouth, three ice cubes, a couple of green olives, and a plate of
burrata and anchovies is a match made in heaven.

The Garnish

AVENIDA COLON 670

The Garnish, in downtown Mendoza, is dedicated to signature cock-
tails in an atmosphere reminiscent of an American bar and offers one
of the largest selections of whiskies and gins in the country—no fewer
than 160 labels of whisky from around the world and another 30 of
gin. Owner Gonzalo Palacio has always been involved in gastronomic
activities, and this time, with this new bar, his aim is to get people to
leave their baggage at the door, but also to “consume alcohol respon-
sibly and exchange information.” Palacio, a whisky fan, and The Gar-
nish also offer 210 brands and a world of cocktails at the bar. When
you go, be sure to try EI Gran Penicilin, a blend of Scotch whiskey,
honey syrup with ginger extract, and fresh lemon juice, plus a few
drops of 10-year-old Ardberg, a single malt whisky that smells of peat
like few others.
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Vinobien
AVENIDA BELGRANO 1129
The idea of a wine bar been appearing and disappearing in Mendoza

for at least a decade, but apparently, its time has now come—two were
recently inaugurated within a month of each other. One is Vico, and
the other is Vinobien, owned by the gastronomic entrepreneur Matias
Fraga, who also owns the Azafrén restaurant, considered one of the
best in the city. Vinobien is a cross between a shop and a bar. They offer
24 labels by the glass and 50 wines by the bottle, as well as the ability
to order any of the 400 labels available in the store. And although the
emphasis is on Mendoza wines (70+% of Argentine wine is produced
in Mendoza), they also have wines from all over the country, from Ju-

juy in the north to Sarmiento in the south. The gastronomy consists of
tapas. The “bocados” are literally bites, small portions ordered accord-
ing to their primary flavor (acid, sweet, salty, bitter, spicy) and designed
to harmonize with the wines. They also have “platitos” (little plates),
which are a bit heartier to eat along with a bottle. To get to know
Argentina in a glass, this place is ideal. The experienced chef from
Mendoza, Rodrigo Kohn, is in charge of the selections. ~&
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Riccitelli Los Chacayes 2019

Malbec
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97

ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO
Finca Piedra Infinita

Gravascal 2019 Malbec
ALTAMIRA

ALEANNA | EL ENEMIGO WINES
Gran Enemigo Single Vineyard

El Cepillo 2018
EL CEPILLO

97

PER SE
PerSe La Craie 2020

Malbec, Cabernet Franc
GUALTALLARY

Zuccarnl
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ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO
Aluvional Gualtallary 2019
Malbec
GUALTALLARY

ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO
Finca Piedra Infinita
Paraje Altamira 2019

Malbec
ALTAMIRA
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97

CATENA ZAPATA
Adrianna Vineyard
White Bones 2019

Chardonnay
MENDOZA

OTRONIA
112%1

OTRONIA
Otronia Block III & VI 2019

Chardonnay
ARGENTINIAN PATAGONIA

95

EL PORVENIR DE CAFAYATE
Laborum de Parcela 2021
Torrontés
CAFAYATE

95

MICHELINI | MUFATTO
Certezas 2019

Semillon
EL PERAL

97

RUTINI WINES
Apartado Gran Chardonnay 2019

Chardonnay
UCO VALLEY

h

WHITES by =y
20226 —o

i A

PASSIONATE WINE
@micheliniwine
Irma liberata 2019

Sauvignon Blanc
SAN PABLO
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CATENA ZAPATA
Adrianna Vineyard
White Stones 2019

Chardonnay
MENDOZA

PR

96

ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO
Zuccardi Viticultor

Crianza 2017 Semillon
TUPUNGATO

GAUCHEZCO WINES
Gauchezco Plata 2021

Sauvignon Blanc
MENDOZA

L
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95

RICCITELLI WINES
Riccitelli La Carrera 2021

Sauvignon Blanc
UCO VALLEY
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BEST red

RICCITELLI WINES
RICCITELLI LOS CHACAYES 2019
Malbec | LOS CHACAYES

THE MALBECS from Los Chacayes, or maybe better yet,
the reds from Los Chacayes, tend to offer a brutal layer
of tannins in their structure—they’re difficult wines
with savage textures—and that’s true here. This also
comes from a very special place, almost hidden among
trees and sheltered at the foot of the Andes Mountains,
about 1,500 meters above sea level (the highest in Los
Chacayes). It’s a cool terroir with more intense rain
and gravel and sandy calcareous soils. The wine was
fermented in small concrete containers and then aged
for 16 months in foudres. It’s a little savage that shows
its claws on the palate and its mineral and fruity aromas
onthe nose. It’s deep, intense, and needs patience. It’s
likely that five years in the cellar will do it no harm.

A brilliant display of sense of place. ~&

BEST reds OF THE YEAR

97 | CATENA ZAPATA Adrianna Vineyard Mundus Bacillus Terrae 2019
Malbec | Mendoza

97 | ALEANNA | EL ENEMIGO WINES Gran Enemigo Single Vineyard El
Cepillo 2018 | El Cepillo

97 | PERSE Volare del Camino 2020 Malbec | Gualtallary

97 | PERSE PerSe La Craie 2020 Malbec, C. Franc | Gualtallary

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Aluvional Gualtallary 2019 Malbec
Gualtallary

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Las Cerrilladas 2019 Malbec
Gualtallary

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Piedra Infinita Paraje Altamira 2019
Malbec | Altamira

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Piedra Infinita Gravascal 2019 Malbec
Altamira

«winners>
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BEST red

ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO
FINCA PIEDRA INFINITA SUPERCAL 2019

Malbec | ALTAMIRA

THE 2019 vintage was one of the best (maybe the best)

of the 2010s. It was a cool year for Mendoza, and it
produced some of Argentina’s most brilliant reds in
terms of freshness and tension, and this is one of'its
highest expressions. It comes from a half-hectare parcel
of malbec planted in a vineyard where the surface of the
soil is rich in gravel bathed in calcium carbonate, which
determines the structure of this Supercal, the sensation
of tannins that are like chalk on the tongue. The almost
Romanesque structure of this wine, however, is not its
only attribute. The fruity flavors are partying hard here,
and the herbal and floral tones are joining in. Thisisa
red that speaks of the mountains—those breezes that
turn into herbs, the saline acidity, the depth of the fruity
flavors, the strength, and the freshness all go hand-in-
hand in one of the highlights of the Uco Valley.~s

BEST reds OF THE YEAR

97 | CATENA ZAPATA Adrianna Vineyard Mundus Bacillus Terrae 2019
Malbec | Mendoza

97 | ALEANNA | EL ENEMIGO WINES Gran Enemigo Single Vineyard El
Cepillo 2018 | El Cepillo

97 | PERSE Volare del Camino 2020 Malbec | Gualtallary

97 | PERSE PerSe La Craie 2020 Malbec, C. Franc | Gualtallary

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Aluvional Gualtallary 2019 Malbec
Gualtallary

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Las Cerrilladas 2019 Malbec
Gualtallary

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Piedra Infinita Paraje Altamira 2019
Malbec | Altamira

97 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Finca Piedra Infinita Gravascal 2019 Malbec
Altamira

«winners>



BEST White

CATENA ZAPATA
ADRIANNA VINEYARD WHITE BONES 2019
Chardonnay | MENDOZA

THE ADRIANNA VINEYARD is located at an altitude of
more than 1,400 meters at the foot of the Lomas del
Jaboncillo, in an area of Gualtallary that is today known
as Monasterio. It’s an area that produces some of
Argentina’s most character-filled malbecs along with
some of its most impressive whites—and Descorchados
has considered this to be one of them for years. This
comes from a selection of rows from Adrianna’s Lot

1, from vineyards planted on limestone-rich soils in

the mid-1990s. That detail, along with the mountain
climate and a cool season, turn this wine into an
expressive quince juice on the nose, with firm acidity
on the palate and the classic texture of those limestone-
driven wines, that chalky sensation of chalk on the
tongue. It’'s expressive and especially exuberant this
year, marked by refreshing fruits and herbs followed by
the intense minerality of one of South America’s great
whites at one of its best moments. ~&

BEST whites oF THE YEAR

06 | CATENA ZAPATA Adrianna Vineyard White Stones 2019 Chardonnay
Mendoza

96 | OTRONIA Otronia Block Il & VI 2019 Chardonnay | Argentinian Patagonia

96 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Viticultor del Valle de Uco Crianza 2017
Semillén | Tupungato

95 | EL PORVENIR DE CAFAYATE Laborum de Parcela 2021 Torrontés
Cafayate

95 | EL PORVENIR DE CAFAYATE Alto los Cuises 2021 Chardonnay
Cafayate

95 | ESCALA HUMANA WINES Credo 2019 Semillén | El Peral

095 | GAUCHEZCO WINES Gauchezco Plata 2021S. Blanc | Mendoza

95 | MICHELINI | MUFATTO Certezas 2019 Semillén | El Peral

95 | MICHELINI I MUFATTO Convicciones 2019 Chardonnay | Gualtallary

95 | MICHELINI | MUFATTO Propdsitos 2019 Chenin Blanc | Villa Seca

95 | PASSIONATE WINE @micheliniwine Irma Liberata 2019 S. Blanc
San Pablo

05 | RICCITELLI WINES Riccitelli La Carrera 2021 S. Blanc | Uco Valley

95 | RICCITELLI WINES Old Vines From Patagonia 2021 Semillén | Rio Negro

95 | RUTINI WINES Antologia 55 2019 | Uco Valley

95 | ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Fésil 2020 Chardonnay | San Pablo

«winners>
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BEST White

RUTINI WINES
APARTADO GRAN CHARDONNAY 2019
Chardonnay | UCO VALLEY

THIs Is a blend of half grapes from El Cepillo in southern
Uco, and half grapes from Gualtallary in the extreme
north, plus 5% semillon from La Arboleda in Tupungato.
With 12 months of aging in barrels—half untoasted

new oak—this is a creamy chardonnay, a caramel-

like dulce de leche, as Argentines refer to this type of
sweet, intense, and ripe chardonnay, although it also
has deliciously refreshing, firm, tense acidity with a
depth of flavors that lingers on the palate. One of those
chardonnays that barely exist anymore, one that’s not
the least embarrassed by its ripeness and also proud of
its Andean influence. ~&

BEST whites oF THE YEAR

| CATENA ZAPATA Adrianna Vineyard White Stones 2019 Chardonnay
Mendoza

| OTRONIA Otronia Block Il & VI 2019 Chardonnay | Argentinian Patagonia

| ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Viticultor del Valle de Uco Crianza 2017
Semillén | Tupungato

| EL PORVENIR DE CAFAYATE Laborum de Parcela 2021 Torrontés
Cafayate

| EL PORVENIR DE CAFAYATE Alto los Cuises 2021 Chardonnay
Cafayate

| ESCALA HUMANA WINES Credo 2019 Semillén | El Peral

| GAUCHEZCO WINES Gauchezco Plata 2021 S. Blanc | Mendoza

| MICHELINI | MUFATTO Certezas 2019 Semillén | El Peral

| MICHELINI I MUFATTO Convicciones 2019 Chardonnay | Gualtallary

| MICHELINI I MUFATTO Propdsitos 2019 Chenin Blanc | Villa Seca

| PASSIONATE WINE @micheliniwine Irma Liberata 2019 S. Blanc
San Pablo

| RICCITELLI WINES Riccitelli La Carrera 2021S. Blanc | Uco Valley

| RICCITELLI WINES Old Vines From Patagonia 2021 Semillén | Rio Negro

| RUTINI WINES Antologfa 55 2019 | Uco Valley

| ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO Fésil 2020 Chardonnay | San Pablo

«winners>
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BEST rosé

SUSANA BALBO WINES
SIGNATURE ROSE 2021
Malbec, Pinot Noir | UCO VALLEY

ONE OF the emblematic rosés in South America’s new
wave of rosés, this Signature from the Los Chacayes
zone is a blend of 60% malbec and 40% pinot noir that
was hand picked, direct pressed, and left unoaked. It’s
powerful, with tension, energy, and firm acidity and

is full of brightness, tart red-fruit flavors, and grippy
tannins that don’t let go of the palate and spark thoughts
of shrimp. ~&

BEST FOS@S OF THE YEAR

93 | CANOPUS VINOS Pintom Subversivo 2021 P. Noir | El Cepillo

93 | CARA SUR Cara Sur Rosado 2021 Bonarda, Syrah | Barreal

03 | ELESTECO Partida Limitada 2021 Garnacha | Calchaquies Valleys

92 | ALPAMANTA ESTATE WINES Breva Rosé 2020 Syrah | Mendoza

92 | BODEGA TEHO Flora Rosé by Zaha 2021 P. Noir | Los Arboles

92 | CARA SUR Pérgolas Criollas Tintas 2021 San Juan

92 | CASA DE UCO El Salvaje Organico Rosado 2021 Pinot Gris
Los Chacayes

92 | CASA PETRINI Rosé 2021 Malbec, Tannat | Tupungato

92 | DARTLEY FAMILY WINES MY THIC Divine Creations Rosé 2021
Mendoza

92 | ERAZO Y LOS AMIGOS DEL BIEN Antro Clarete 2021 | Tupungato

092 | FALASCO WINES Antonieta Rosé 2021 P. Noir | Uco Valley

92 | KARIM MUSSI Altocedro Afio Cero Barrel Collection Rosado 2020
Merlot | La Consulta

92 | RUTINI WINES Rutini Coleccién Rosé 2020 Malbec | Gualtallary

91 | FINCA IRAL Single Vineyard Los Sauces Rosé 2021 P. Noir, Syrah
Uco Valley

91 | LAGARDE Organic Rosé 2021 Semillén, Malbec | Lujan de Cuyo

91 | LAS PAYAS Es un Amor de Primavera 2021 Nero d’Avola | San Rafael

91 | LEO BORSI Revolucién Garage Pinot Noir Blanco 2021 | Altamira

91 | LOS DRAGONES Alfil Claret 2021 Torrontés, Bonarda, Criolla Chica
Valle de Calingasta

91 | LUI WINES Lui Wind Blend Rosé 2021 P. Noir, Malbec | Mendoza

«winners>



BEST rosé

TRIVENTO
GOLDEN BLACK SERIES 2021
Semillon, Malbec | LUJAN DE CUYO

THIS ROSE is a blend from vineyards planted on the
northern bank of the Mendoza River. It’'s 87% semillon,
and the rest is malbec, all from very old vines more than
100 years old. It’s delicious, fresh, and rich in red fruits
with tense acidity. The malbec contributes color—a
kind of prince consort who barely smiles. All the weight
is carried by the princess who, in this case, is the
semillon. Pure density and juiciness in a wine for the
summer, but also for grilled seafood. ~&

BEST FOS@S OF THE YEAR

93 | CANOPUS VINOS Pintom Subversivo 2021 P. Noir | El Cepillo

93 | CARA SUR Cara Sur Rosado 2021 Bonarda, Syrah | Barreal

03 | ELESTECO Partida Limitada 2021 Garnacha | Calchaquies Valleys

92 | ALPAMANTA ESTATE WINES Breva Rosé 2020 Syrah | Mendoza

92 | BODEGA TEHO Flora Rosé by Zaha 2021 P. Noir | Los Arboles

92 | CARA SUR Pérgolas Criollas Tintas 2021 San Juan

092 | CASA DE UCO El Salvaje Organico Rosado 2021 Pinot Gris
Los Chacayes

92 | CASA PETRINI Rosé 2021 Malbec, Tannat | Tupungato

92 | DARTLEY FAMILY WINES MYTHIC Divine Creations Rosé 2021
Mendoza

92 | ERAZO Y LOS AMIGOS DEL BIEN Antro Clarete 2021 | Tupungato

92 | FALASCO WINES Antonieta Rosé 2021 P. Noir | Uco Valley

92 | KARIM MUsSI Altocedro Afio Cero Barrel Collection Rosado 2020
Merlot | La Consulta

92 | RUTINI WINES Rutini Coleccién Rosé 2020 Malbec | Gualtallary

91| FINCA IRAL Single Vineyard Los Sauces Rosé 2021 P. Noir, Syrah
Uco Valley

91 | LAGARDE Organic Rosé 2021 Semillén, Malbec | Lujan de Cuyo

91| LAS PAYAS Es un Amor de Primavera 2021 Nero d’Avola | San Rafael

91| LEO BORSI Revolucién Garage Pinot Noir Blanco 2021 | Altamira

91| LoS DRAGONES Alfil Claret 2021 Torrontés, Bonarda, Criolla Chica
Valle de Calingasta

91 | LUI WINES Lui Wind Blend Rosé 2021 P. Noir, Malbec | Mendoza

«winners>
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BEST sparkling wine

OTRONIA
OTRONIA ESPUMANTE 2018
Chardonnay | ARGENTINIAN PATAGONIA

WITH TWO years on its lees, and made with the traditional
method of the second fermentation in the bottle, this wine
is marked by the area’s characteristic acidity, the cold of
that location in the heart of the Argentine Patagonia, on
the shores of Lake Musters and about 2,000 kilometers
south of Mendoza. It has body and a density of fruit
flavors. The weight is felt in the mouth and the acidity is
always there to the end, leaving a refreshing sensation,
while touches of candied fruit appear suddenly, like
surprise guests. ~&

BEST sparkling wines oF THE YEAR

| ALMA 4 Alma 4 Pinot Chardonnay 2018 Chardonnay, P. Noir
Uco Valley

| ALMA 4 Phos 2021 P. Noir | Uco Valley

| BODEGA VISTALBA Progenie |l Brut Nature N/V P. Noir, Chardonnay
Argentina

| BODEGA VISTALBA Progenie | Brut Nature N/V P. Noir, Chardonnay
Argentina

| BRESSIA Bressia Royale 2020 P. Noir, Chardonnay | Uco Valley

| ESTANCIA USPALLATA Estancia Uspallata Brut Nature N/V P. Noir
Uspallata

| LA GIOSTRA DEL VINO The Italian Job 2016 Chardonnay | El Peral

| RUTINI WINES Espumante Brut Nature 1.5 Litros 2017 | Gualtallary

| RUTINI WINES Rutini Coleccién Brut Nature 2019 Chardonnay, P. Noir
Uco Valley

| RUTINI WINES Espumante Apartado 2017 P. Noir, Chardonnay
Gualtallary



«winners>

winery OF THE YEAR

ZUCCARDI VALLE DE UCO

ZUCCARDI HAS been one of the fundamental names in the internationaliza-
tion of Argentine wine. The patriarch, Alberto Zuccardi, founded the winery
in 1963, and his son José set about to show the family’s wines to the world,
resulting in one of the most dynamic wineries when it comes to conquering
markets. In the past 10 years, the founder’s grandson, Sebastidn, has been
showing that in addition to its excellent eye for business, Zuccardi can also
make great wines. The work that he and his right-hand woman, winemaker
Laura Principiano have been doing has been attracting attention for at least
the past five years, and it’s in the last three years that their investigation, or
rather, their focus on delving deeper into the Uco terroir, has given the best re-
sults. As a result of removing the sweetness of the malbec, showing the place
through the variety, expressing a territory with (hopefully) fewer resources
in something of an enological minimalism, and, of course, the duo’s sense of
curiosity and intuition, Zuccardi now delivers some of the most expressive,
complex, and faithful displays of place in the New World. And that’s that.~&
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winemaker OF THE YEAR

JUAN PABLO MURGIA

THE WORK that Juan Pablo Murgia does at Otronia alone would be reason
enough to consider him one of the country’s most outstanding winemakers.
After barely a handful of harvests, Juan Pablo has turned that remote place be-
side Lake Musters, 2,000 kilometers south of Mendoza, into a source of wines
that not only have good quality but a tremendous sense of place as well. Every
wine in the portfolio deserves to be tasted with attention for its character, for
how different it is from the rest, for the pwer of the place. In addition to his work
unveiling a terroir as special as that of the Otronia vineyards, Juan Pablo also
works with Argento, another winery of the Grupo Avinea, which belongs to
businessman Alejandro Bulgueroni. And there, it would be logical to talk about
his Single Block Malbec that’s among the best of Argentina. But we'd like to
talk about another malbec, one that’s much lower in the price pyramid and at
the opposite extreme, if you will. It’s the 4,000,000 liters of Minimalista, a ri-
diculously priced malbec that shows this winemaker’s dynamic abilities. Keep
an eye on Murgia—he’s got everything going for him. ~&
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winemaker revelation
OF THE YEAR

GERMAN MASERA

GERMAN MASERA started to become known in the wine world through his work
with one of South America’s most influential winemakers, Matias Michelini,
where he took the liberty of producing wines without technical pressures, using
intuition as his main weapon. And that’s what’s reflected in the project that he
and his wife, Ayelén, have had since 2015. Escala Humana has been one of the
wineries that has stood out most consistently in Descorchados, but since they
launched their top wine Credo, they have begun leading our rankings. Based in
El Peral (German’s favorite zone), Escala Humana offers two wines, a malbec
and a semillon, since 2018, and they are categorically delicious and full of char-
acter, the jewels in the crown of a portfolio that’s solid like few others. German
has experience. Escala Humana is his family project, but his CV includes work
with Cobos, the Milldn group, Sophenia, and Noemia in Rio Negro. He is cur-
rently also the winemaker for Los Chocos, a winery centered on Gualtallary and
whose catalog is impeccable. German’s hand and his enological sensitivity are
worth keeping an eye on. ~&
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winery revelation OF THE YEAR

EL BAYEH

THE MANZURS settled in the Quebrada de Humahuaca in the 1960s with plans
to start an agricultural endeavor focused on vegetables and taking advantage of
the region’s intense sun at an altitude of some 2,500 meters up into the Andes
Mountains in the extreme north of Argentina. The third generation of the family
decided to diversify the production, concentrating on a vineyard they planted in
2020 and buying grapes from small producers in different parts of the zone. They
supply their Tropico Sur line with grapes from their own sauvignon blanc and
malbec vineyards to make two wines that are highly influenced by the altitude
(2,700 meters in Huacalera), with wild aromas and flavors in wines with tremen-
dous expression. For the Pequefios Parceleros de la Quebrada line, they focus
on recovery. Using announcements on local radios, the Manzurs collect grapes
(sometimes only a few basketsful) in different towns to produce cuvées with the
grapes from each place. The Pequeiios Parceleros de la Quebrada Tilcara, for
example, comes from the highest altitude, about 2,600 meters, and is a blend of
criolla grapes collected from 20-25 producers. Winemaker Matias Micheliniisin
charge of turning those grapes from century-old vineyards into a delicious, fresh,
and tense juice full of depth and character. There are three wines in this line—
three relics you really have to try. ~&

«winners>
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OUTSTANDING value
for money OF THE YEAR

CEPA TRADICIONAL LINE
LA RURAL VINEDOS Y BODEGAS

LA RURAL is a classic namein Argentine wines. Founded in 1885 by Felipe Rutini,
today it operates under the umbrella of Bodega Rutini, commanded by wine-
maker Mariano di Paola, who has been in charge of the wines since 1994. Like
Rutini, most of the grapes for his wines come from the vineyards the compa-
ny has surrounding its winery in the Gualtallary zone at the foot of the Andes
in the Uco Valley. And that is precisely the source of most (although not all) of
the fruit for the Cepa Traditional line, which has impressed us this year for
the quality of its wines as well as the excellent retail price they ask for them.
There are three major bargains here, beginning with the voluptuous and very
fruity malbec from the warm 2020 vintage that shows the variety’s friendliest
side. Then, there’s 2021 Semillon, which, strictly speaking, comes from the
Medrano, Lunlunta, and Agrelo zones. It’'s an intense and almost tannic white
that fills the mouth with flavor. And finally, the red blend that’s 30% pinot noir
from Gualtallary plus cabernet sauvignon, merlot, and malbec from other zones
at lower altitudes in Lujan de Cuyo—it’s a delicious, firm, and juicy red that,
once again, is an impressive bargain. ~&
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